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Playing with Pigs’ Bladder?
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Rugby is said to have originated at the town of Rugby, England. Rugby was transformed from
football in 1823 and early rugby balls were made by stitching leather around inflated pigs’
bladders. Given that different pigs’ bladders would not be the same in size and shape, it was

hard to standardise the ball. In addition to the hygiene problems caused by pig’s bladder, it

was later replaced by rubber and other materials and formed today’s rugby ball!
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Young gentlemen of 1864 from Rugby School.
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