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Let’s Eat Turkey This Way
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Bowling tournaments were popular from the working class to the aristocracy in the late 18t
and early 19t centuries. The prizes usually awarded at these tournaments were gift baskets of

food, and Turkey was the most common prize at Thanksgiving.

In those days, lanes were uneven and rough, pins were placed manually, and some bowling
tournament officials will even increase the bottom weight of the pins to multiply the difficulties,
so it was extremely hard for bowlers to win a turkey as a prize by bowling three strikes in a row.
Even though tournaments no longer give turkeys away as prizes, this practice became popular
and eventually embedded itself in common bowling vernacular. "Turkey" is a very common

term in bowling, which means three consecutive strikes.
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