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Why Football in Black & White Colour?
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The black-and-white football was firstly introduced in 1970 FIFA World Cup in Mexico.
(Photo: Castle Fine Art)
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The outer cover of football was originally made of leather. The leather cover was painted white
for spectators to see the ball clearly under the floodlights in 1950s, and orange colour balls were
used when playing under snowfall

The reason the ball used in football turned into black and white colour is because of the 1970
World Cup in Mexico, this world cup was the first of its kind to be satellite broadcast live on
television. Though it was also the first to be televised in colour, the colour television was not
popular and thus the black pentagons were added to the match ball in order to stand out on a
black and white television screen and it changed football design forever.

With the improvement of broadcast technology, footballs are designed with different variations
of colours nowadays.
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